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"y © , The Text, Emeg, g: 
Fo" we were bondmen, yet our Ged bath not forſaken us in our bondage, bus 
bath extended mierty unto us, in the ſight of the Kings of Perſia, to give us @ 76 


 viving toſes wp the Howſe of our God, and to repair the deſolations thereof, and 


to givers 8 wall in Judob andin Jeruſalem. 


WE think it not needful to reſume what the Author of this Sermon delivered 
Y 'in weyof Introduttion to bis Text, it being fo obviows to any that art ac- 
quainted with Scri ors that as this time, when Ezra appeared ſo. Attive- 
and concerned for the publick, Intereſt of bis Nation, the People of God were now: 
amiler a begun Deliverance from the Babyloniſh Captivity, end in thoughts of 
- ey on ' Seafon for Reſtoring and repairing the: Deſolations 
ih Judah a alem- Therefore paſſing any farther Preface, we come. 
now to enter wpon #be Text, as be Divided, Explained and Proſecuted it. 


I, WE have in this Text, a Reflection on the paſt Calamitous- 
| condition of the People of God. We were Bondmen. 

2,\ We' have-a gratcfal acknowledgement, of their preſent more- 

comfortable Condition. which is amplified in two or-three Confide- 


- rations. 


I, The Lord bath not forſaken us in our bondage: 
2, But bath extended mercy to us in the fight of the Kings of Perfia. 
3, Hatbgiven us @ reviving. 
' 4, Heth given us @ wall in Judsb and Jeruſelem. 
3, We have alſo in the Text, the End why God gave them a Re- 
yiving, or the Improvement poimed at, that elfey ſhould make of the 
opportunity of a breathing Time put in their Hand. 
1, To ſet 'up the Houſe of God. 
. 2, To repair the Defolations thereof. 
Hath extended rnto ws in the fight of tbe Kings of Perſia] i. e. Our 
God who hath de Himes ot Kings, and of all Men in his Hand, to. 


turn and ſway them as he pleaſeth, hath ſo influenced and inchned 

even the Heathen Kings; ro AR and Do in favours of his Church, - that 
herein lies a cal of the Wonder and Miſtery of this Merey, that 

God hath played {uch Tools and Inflruments, to accompliſh his Great 
and Gracious Purpoſes, 
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J Here we , either Spi- 
wot : DN ow about the Work of 
Fe Kd. v. 5. We read thar' 


Pequyno—y 4> 1 
= _ giving them Freedom and Dc hom = 
and Tyranny of their cruel ey long keep- . 


ed them in hard Bondage and Captivity ,. which was to thera as a 
Reſurte&tion from the Bands of Dea 

To fot wp] 6. e. To raiſe out of the Rubbiſh, and rſre oa lar and 
mote'iptendid Condition z, bur more afterward foe cho explicauion of. 


The Houſe brag ar ierer man = where God” 


I in the Symbols and SITES = | 


I. 8. 2..5, Gowp tothe monntein and'bring wood, and build 
will fill # with Glory. And give uw « wall] Some under 
Favour of the Kings of Perfis, whoſe Edi&s ſo cipecially conn t 
were under God, their Bulwark and Security by againf the 
their malicious "Enemies, who cſlayed by all nicansto impede their 
Settlement and Welfare :. Others rather underfiand,, the proteRiog of 
the Watchful and propitious Providence of God, who is ſaid tobe 4 
wall of fire roxnd about Jeruſalem. Z:ch.2. 4, 5; "Dottrine, When God 
in his merciful Providence, gives a Reviving-and Breathing Time, or 
a fair Opportunity, we ſhould pur roour s to-ſct-up, and repair 
che Houſe of God. Torhis pigce of Wiſdom.and Duty Mordersi cx- 
horted Eftber chap. 4- v. ZI 14+ And aich the Apoſtle, Gel G. io. 4s 
we bave therefore oport unity,. let us do good. foo 

In. dheytiogof this "his Doing Obſervation, we will give ſome Rea- 
ſons of the Doftrine,which may be improven as ſo many Arguments and 
Incentives to ply the Duty pointed at in our Text, and then we will. 
come to ſome tee dns and praftical Application. of the Point. 

Reaſon; why we we ſhould improve an Opportunity toſer up and repair 
the Houſe of God 

1 Redſon, We may come to incurr tlic CharaQter of Fooliſh -and 
Unwiſc towards God, it we ſlipp at: axe ofer- of Providence ro 
adyance the Houſe of God. A reat deal of Wijedom lics in knowing 
and diicerning a fir Seaſon for: Aﬀtion,, and-no lefs Prudenee and Diſcre- 
tion in the aRiye improycment of. a ſcaſonable Fwniture ;. But hes a 
very 
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ady ſe. | { ' - as 1w 
frying ne bro in Spirit 
Fe. nproving the preſcat'ſiaſon of 9 
*F on Uwe Ob OT ee La © of bur 
God ins by | erity may Peers y dear for our Erxor, 
”- and will Curſe «nd Abbor ow? memory ;, our Bowels\ſhould be ſtirred in 
oughus al theſe that come of our Bowels , that” we entail nor upon 


them of waytiog the Tn and means of atchieyingtheir Souls cternal 
Felicity, O let'us dread br 


© 72% Hog 8 net ages Kay | 
5 R, The Lord (eyerely Challenger and Threaines the Negligent here- 
in z God is hudgly Offended when a People. cicher in dilreipeRt'of bim, 
” or overreſpet to their own Intereſts and Projes, ate carlels of his con- 
| cerns; O! unworthy of the Mrjoledee of a miſfion into the Houſe of 
Ged, who ſo fat coptemn'the God of their Privileges, as to carrie fd. 
diflerent in his Work and Afairs, ,*cis (arcly the greateſt Priviltdge 
the Creature can be capable of to'be Inſtrumental tor the- Honor 0 
ſervice of the Creatorz yet behold'as if there were not a God or God 
had no Work tor Men in the World, the Peopte of the World mind 
ſo auch their own things, that the things»gf God has: ſmal ſtare of 
their cares, Phil. 2: 31. Ar which kind of People wemay be afſured, 
God is eric avgtie, as'may: be gathered from.his way 0 ang 
ach n 
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or gs g's, roSway and PerſWdde. us to our Work 7 
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and4ow concerned was. Joſone the Briefs 'Fot Church-men, nat to 
be concerned for the Church,. were a ſtrange thing, for Builders not to 
help inthe building, what a Crime and lofamy - were it, deſerving to be 
extruded the Houlc 'of God forever y And firſt, .O ye Maniters; :2 part of 
work is, :totelt who are Enenjer of the Work, and whar-arethe | 
| nnchaty Impediments of it. 1s. 58. 1. Hoſ. 5. [. 0 7 verſe. -- 2 Tim, | 
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| ah nd Wreſtling fhould ye Pray over this 


. bf the Lird anr Gi forever. J. Encourage the People w 
| and prefiog Dat 177 ye can' Inyent, that you may Excite and Stirr 


AL! wkoeg ny; i 

, Pray for the' Peace of Ttruſalem, cycn that Peace tnay bewithin 
alls, and Proſperity within her Palaces, and ſeckhe Good of the Honſe 
ich the moſt Proper 


may comegood 


then up.to Zea, > COUFAgE Nc Adiviy, O whatanlnctedible backs 
fer ney he work of the Lord luſtain from daſhes and diſcour2gemients 
at'the Hands of Minifters, who ſhould lift up the Handsthat hang down 
and coofirme the fceble Knees, Hog: 2: 4: 41y: Minifters ſhould not only 
ſay to others, do thus, and thus, but themſelves ſhould Do as they ſay,they 
muſt alio Work, and Work more aboundamly. Ia che laſt room; 
People! of all Rankss and Degrees ſhould affiſt in. Setting wp-tbe Howſe of Gody 
that which concernath all, all ſhoyld be concerned'in, not.only: Magi» 
ftraii and Mmaiſters ſhare of the Priviledges of the Houſe of God, but all 
the People bt rhe Lord:” Exzr: 1: 5. - | —_ 
+ -3.*Vſe of Caution, Having cxhorted, to ſer up the Houſe of God, I 
would have ycu cautioned againſt two or three forts of Falk; 'whoIfear 
may _ anlackie and” wnmeet Too for this work,- if nor Oppeſitesg77you 
may ſce 'Fzrs 4 What was' oe [empration of the :Buy of the 
Houſe of God at that time, and how they behaved cowards theircrafry 
diſembling Adverfaries. They came to Zerwbbabel,; and to the. chick 
of the Fathers, and {aid unto them, .let us Build with you for we feek 
your God as ye do, you fee here their fair pl lable gr os but 
their uriderhand de fipn was, to weaken the, Is .of the ce of 
- and to rrouble them in Building, and te Gcirqurpols 
urthe People of God being aware of their ill d -rerurh them 
this Anſwer, Tow bave nothing to do with us, to build an houſe unto our GOD, 
but we our ſelves togetbir will build unto the Lord, v: 1,2, 34; - From 
wherice we.rmay learn that we cannot be.cautious cnpugh,s tn 
1," have i cart of theſe that war Cs ative hand in" cafting - don 1hbe;bonſe 'of 
GOD ;' fnch are not ro be truſted , except, we ſeo ſomeeminenr appears 
ances of their ſeriqus Repentance , - and grief for . their former ill 
Deeds. 'Tis true, Paut preached the Faith that once he deſtroyed, and 
perſecured, 'Ga/, . 23. But i is. as true, he had a ſound through Re- 
pentance for the 'Havock he made of the, Church of God,/:and- gives 
tis Crvfyitig Demonttyarion of his xiaylnel and candor thereinghar 
to his'own ſhatneue leaves on publick record, in futzrom rei memoriam, 
a'particular Confeffion I ti Scandals. 'I Gor« 15. 9. 7 
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pre © Plticles roay pretend pecan ir for 
«grins! Fri longe Religion has br Re 3 be will 
Sin tobaild the honſe of _ ay, w the foundation is 
nay Sober heed tothe Work ; * dyes his Kin 2. ps He Religion dics 
nnns and he turns Sceprick in the int , till he (ce what Religh- 
che ner King profeſies, and of that Religion will be be, be it 
_ brthhs the Politicians maxime he by, to be ſtill of the 
gion thar-is upmoſ?, and 6braines in the C 
Fly, Hive care of debamebed Profuniftr z: whoſe 1; c and converiation i is 
checkered with Vices and Immoralicies, milbe fofar trom lacing 
upthe work , char if there pete riot burtheir gulle and fins cons 
nived' at, "i erjoagh to GODS dil (pleaſure againſt the Build» 
ers, and eat the ſtones of the wall, and conſume thetimber ofthe hoſe 


Men 
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2 piece : = ooo ; 
pre! fe proſe Now ro come 605 Hole of hs Tp FR 
offer to the conſideration of thoſe that ars hong to- ſet oy | 
houſe of macaggeber e Fane few DireQions as to the manaer and way vo 
r work 
Serupthe bouſe of GOD anauimanſlc; with thatconcard, | 
Fg oneneſs in mind and Meaſures that is defireable 
ml ner Unity, is is the Bond of Society, and keepsall the ſeveral 
[gi conjoyned in. one-firm- compa&t Body ; many Hands makes 
t wares Bt if they draw all one way, bur if they draw COntratc Wayes 
one ey wil either pull the Rope in pieces, or gull one 
wood os ___ Gig 4 Ground ; Many Shoulders with their,uniced 
ſtrength may carry a reat Burden,the which may _ to break the 
often, rers, O ow good ahi to ſce Brerhs» 
ren build a Houſe together in Peace, and allo to i them dwell ta- 
her in Peace in the Houſe which fe 0 have Buile ; as Vzity is the 
Society ſo Divifion isthe D of it, a3 Houſe Houſe dintded 
againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand, ſo Builders divided among theml(elyes ſhall 


neycr bring a Strufture tot he Copeſions,l was the diyifion of Tangues 

. that putt a © lloppto the Builgi bel ; Let us. fear.the Errors.of 

others who have Marred cheie y 4 with their Jarrs.an and Javglings, 
monivay this Purpoſe is thar Kings 6: 7. there 

nor Ax, nor an a T6 ol Tar. heard 1n Hotemblics is 

was in Build Idiog ; upon which take Mr Peo!'s Expol a ables 


isof Myſtical ſignification, that it is the dirty of the Fs of the 
Church, as farr as in them lyes, to take care that nq noite of contenti- 
of, or divifion, or violence be heard. in thac Sacred Building, Ezra 
Femp ells us g"—_ A Ma. | were P's meet _ _— the 
cmple t vest as one to -Jerwſa 
nd allo yer er Hiſtorian ayes, Corrdle, res parve' creſcunt; vl 
_ maxima dilabuntwr, 

2- Diredion, Sett upthe Houſe of God Prudently and Diſeretly , Prodence 
forſees evil things, and evites them.and {ecures againſt them, the alſo: 
induſtrioutly provides good things, and carefully preſerves them z Pru- 
dence freely h from Pandilies, leaſt there be a loſs, or prejudice in 
things gf Weight and Conſequence ; Preedence leiſurely Deliberats, and 
quickly Diſparcherh Buſine — dnee Junge ſuffers [njuries, then in- 
jurioully perſccutes Offenders, foal Prigdence is as a. Moderatrix, 
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